Argyrophilic nucleolar organizer regions in neoplastic and non-neoplastic hepatocytes bearing Mallory bodies.
The proliferative activity of Mallory bodies (MB)-positive hepatocytes (neoplastic and non-neoplastic) was examined by counting the argyrophilic nucleolar organizer regions (AgNORs). Among 19 cases of hepatocellular carcinoma, the mean number of AgNORs was lower in the MB-positive carcinoma cells than in the negative ones in nine cases, higher in six, and there was no difference in four. In non-neoplastic cases (seven cases of advanced primary biliary cirrhosis and seven cases of alcoholic or nutritional liver injury), the mean number of AgNORs was lower in the MB-positive hepatocytes than that in the negative ones in eight cases, and approximately equal in number in six cases. These findings imply that MB formation does not directly represent the level of proliferative activity of hepatocytes, regardless of whether they are malignant or not.